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For January, our regular business 
meeting will follow the installation of 
new officers.

The meeting is at RobinsonsÕ at 
7:30 p.m. January 4.

Howard and Barb Hansen and 
Laura Reese will provide refreshments.

January
Meeting
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On December 18th, about 39 
members showed up at Art and Tamea 
IshamÕs beautiful home in Peters 
Creek for AAMAÕs 2011 Christmas 
party.

Though we were missing some 
good friends due to health issues or 
travel, we were happy to be joined by 
some new members and some we 
havenÕt seen for a long time. We were 
pleased to welcome newcomers, Mark 
and Susan Graber and long-ago mem-
bers, Len and Marguerite Grau, whom 
we hadnÕt seen for ages.

After many years of practice, our 
Christmas party is quite well choreo-
graphed to include eating, singing 
carols, the ever-present Chinese Auc-
tion gift exchange and, of course, lots 
of visiting.

As usual, the food was abundant. 
The Ishams provided the Ham. One 
turkey was provided by Donn Reese 
and a second was provided by Ted and 
Colleen Kimzey. All other food was 
supplied potluck style, and Tom Cre-
sap brought his guitar as background 
for the group caroling.

Were we having fun yet? If not, 
the Chinese Auction was the clincher. 
It started as a very polite and orderly 
exercise of folks choosing and open-
ing gifts. Soon, however, desirable 
items were on the ßoor, and the spir-

Are We Having Fun Yet?

Let It All Hang Out and See

Above: Marcy Cresap livens things up a bit 
when she opens a package with boxer 
shorts and proceeds to put them on during 
the Chinese Auction. Right: the humor con-
tinues when 11-year-old Madeline Dennis 
steals MarcyÕs shorts and puts them on.

ited haggling began. People were 
chasing tools, interesting framed ob-
jets dÕart, and, as usual, Mike Wied-
mer was trying to swipe a gift from 
Madeline Dennis. The latter delighted 
everyone, with the possible exception 
of Madeline.

But when Marcy Cresap opened a 
pair of boxer shorts imprinted with 
colorful Christmas tree ornaments and 
the message, ÒNice BallsÓ  on the pos-
terior, things got a bit uproarious. She 
modeled them before returning, de-
murely, to her chair.

The story of the shorts had not, 
however, reached fruition. According 
to the rules of the game, the Þrst gift 
opener, who was unable to prey on 
others during the melee, gets the 
choice of any of the gifts at the end of 
the exchange. This was none other 
than the 11-year-old victim of many 
thefts, Madeline Dennis. Upon duly 
checking several gifts, she settled onÐ
you guessed itÐthe shorts, stripped 
them from Marcy and donned them 
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(Please see p. 3, ÒChristmas PartyÓ)
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2012 OfÞcers
President: Howard Hansen 345-1268
Vice President: Scott Hulse 349-8106

Secretary: Laura Reese 563-2914
Treasurer: Donn Reese 245-7203
Sergeant at Arms: Sara Stoops

Members at Large
Ken Stout 337-7047

Tom Cresap 694-7510
Tam Isham 688-3671

Past Presidents (10 years)
Donn Reese (2009Ð2011)

Jeff Hassler/Donn Reese (2008)
Jim Fredenhagen (2006-2007)

Fred Schurman (2005)
Diane Allen (2004)

Fred Schurman (2001-2003)
Peg Stout (2000)

Tinkering Times Staff
Editor: Tom Cresap

Proofing: Marcy Cresap
Please send correspondence, 

articles or ads to:
Tinkering Times

Tom Cresap, Editor
P.O. Box 770703

Eagle River AK 99577
or e-mail:

tmcresap@mtaonline.net
The Tinkering Times is published 

monthly by AlaskaÕs premier classic 
and antique automobile club, Antique 
Auto Mushers of Alaska, P.O. Box 
232086, Anchorage AK 99523-2086.

Opinions expressed by authors 
who contribute to Tinkering Times are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the official policy of the Antique Auto 
Mushers of Alaska.
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Running Board Reflections

The Þrst PresidentÕs message in 
our newsletter for 2012 turns out to be 
the last for me, as Howard will be tak-
ing on the leadership duties of the An-
tique Auto Mushers in just a few days.

It has been an honor and a privi-
lege to serve as your president during 
the past couple of years. I have been 
surprised and humbled by the support 
and enthusiasm I received from many 
of you during my tenure and am 
gratiÞed to have been entrusted to a 
leadership role such a short time after 
becoming a member.

I look forward to my new duties 
as Treasurer and will strive to execute 
them judiciously.

Please stand with me in support of 
our President-elect as he leads us in 
our 50th year of existence as a club 
devoted to the preservation, steward-
ship, and appreciation of antique 
automobiles.

A Þnal note:  as Treasurer-elect I 
remind you all to pay your dues for 
2012.  If you have not as yet, you are 
late and IÕll be shaking you down with 
my good friend ÒMugsy.Ó

-Donn

At AAMAÕs September 10 Adopt-A-Road 
cleanup, president Donn Reese, presented Tim 
Godfrey his trophy for the 2010 Jay Ofsthun 
Show. TimÕs 1956 Pontiac Star Chief won the 
show trophy, and hadnÕt yet received it.

Editor!s Message
Donn Reese

This would be an appropriate time 
to look back at the last three-and-one-
half years and remember the work our 
president, Donn Reese, has done.

Donn inherited his position mid-
way through 2008 and has continued 
leading us very capably ever since. 
During his tenure, he has been atten-
tive to our relationship with our na-
tional afÞliate, AACA. He has at-
tempted to bring us up to speed with 
our own constitution. He has been an 
effective ambassador with business 
people, parade ofÞcials and others in 
setting up our events. He has provided 
us with an updated website.

His youthful exuberance has 
never been over the top, but was a 
welcome example to those of us who 
may be reaching stodgy stage of ma-
turity. He was instrumental in remod-
eling RobinsonÕs clubhouse and bring-
ing order to years of memorabilia and 
history. He did all this in a quiet and 

unassuming, but effective, manner.
Thanks, Donn, and we appreciate 

that you have chosen to continue by 
serving in the coming year as treas-
urer. We feel fortunate to have you in 
our ranks.

Robbie Robinson
For many years, Robbie has been 

our benefactor. He has given freely of 
his leadership and wisdom and has 
provided us a very nice clubhouse.

We remember the many entertain-
ing stories and his witty presentations 
at club functions. This he did while 
providing for other organizations, 
such as the Boy Scouts, his church 
and Habitat for Humanity, as well as 
others.

As many of our members know, 
Robbie recently experienced some 
health setbacks, and he has wisely 
decided to slow down a bit. He has 
always been the one to visit and min-

(Please see p. 3, ÒRobbieÓ)
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! January 11Ð7:30 p.m. Regular Meeting; installation of ofÞcers for 2012 
(refreshmenrts: Howard and Barb Hansen and Laura Reese)

! February 8Ð7:30 p.m. Regular Meeting (refreshments: Gwyn and Mike 
Wiedmer and Sara Stoops)

! March 14Ð7:30 p.m. Regular Meeting (refreshments. . . )

! April 11Ð7:30 p.m. Regular Meeting (refreshments. . .)

! May 9Ð6:30 Rolling Meeting

! MayÐAdopt-A-Road

! May 13ÐMotherÕs Day Dinner

! June13Ð6:30 Rolling Meeting

! July 4ÐParades

! July 8ÐAAMA 50th Anniversary Celebration Alyeska Princess Lodge

! July 11ÐRolling Meeting

! July 13, 14, 15ÐHope Weekend

! JulyÐAdopt-A-Road

! August 5ÐJay Ofsthun Show and Shine

! August 8ÐRolling Meeting

! August 7-12ÐLong Distance Tour to Prudhoe Bay

! September 12Ð6:30 Rolling Meeting

! SeptemberÐAdopt-A-Road

! October 10Ð7:30 Regular meeting: Nominations

! November 14Ð7:30 p.m. Regular meeting: Elections

! DecemberÐChristmas Party

Schedule of Events
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One ManÕs 
Treasures

Our ads are intended for members 
and others who wish to sell cars and 
related items. There is no charge, and 
the ad will run for three consecutive 
issues before being removed. To pull 
an ad, extend it or to place a new ad, 
contact Tom, 694-7510.
For Sale: Three Model A engine blocks, 
$100 donation to MATI. Also, 2 Model 
T engines. Call Arnie Stoltenberg, 243-
1048, for information. (4)

ister to the sick, and now it his turn to 
be on the receiving end.

He doesnÕt want us to make a big 
deal about his condition, but I am sure 
that he will accept our positive 
thoughts and prayers.

We wish him a quick recovery.

Robbie
(continued from p. 2)

herself. This act brought whoops of 
delight from the entire crowd and an 
end to one of the most entertaining 
Christmas gift exchangesÐand parti-
esÐin memory. Who says you canÕt 
have a wild time without drinking co-
pious amounts of alcohol? 

Our customary canned food drive 
was a success. Thanks to the Ishams 
for again offering their home for the 
event. Your hospitality is well appre-
ciated by everyone, Tamea and Art. 
Also, thanks for delivering the canned 
goods to Chugiak-Eagle River Food 
Pantry.

Christmas
Party

(Continued from p. 1)

Editorial

High School Class Visits Cresaps! Garage
On November 19, the Family Coali-

tion Charter High School history class 
under the tutelage of Mr. Dennis Tayman 
visited Tom CresapÕs garage with the ex-
press purpose of looking at his Fords, a 
1925 Model T and a 1931 Model A. The 
school is part of the Anchorage School 
District. It was refreshing to see the lengths 
to which this creative teacher went to make 
the subject matter attractive to his stu-
dents. The following is Mr. TaymanÕs objec-
tives in his own words:

I!try to bring alive each lecture by 
having something authentic from the 
time period. We walked through 
the! late 1890's technological break-
throughs and I knew there were Model 
T's in the area to honor what Henry 
Ford accomplished.

Your treasures fit the bill nicely! 2 
weeks ago we finished the Civil War 
and I was loaned some artifacts from 

that time period from a local antique 
dealer. This week we will be covering 
late 1890's and I plan to have the stu-
dents "pan" for some gold that I have 
acquired over the years! in honor of the 
Klondike Gold Rush of 1896-98.

History may not be as "glamorous" 
as science or math but I try to make it 
fun and interesting each week.

Photo:T.Cresap
School group visits CresapsÕ garage: Kortni 
Tucker, Happy and Jonny Chronister, Mi-
randa Franklin, Dennis Tayman, Danyell 
Bira and R.C. and Zoe Cromwell.
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The Installation of AAMA officers 
for 2012 will take place Wednesday, 
January 11 beginning at 7:30.

The ÒceremonyÓ  will be somewhat 
of a team effort by Art and Tamea 
Isham and Tom Cresap. Our usual MC, 

Robbie Robinson will take a break this 
time around.

Officers for the new year are 
PresidentÐHoward Hansen, Vice Presi-
dentÐScott Hulse, SecretaryÐLaura 
Reese, and TreasurerÐDonn Reese.

When the installation is complete, 
we will have a short business meeting 
conducted by the new president. Then 
we will adjourn for refreshments.

Howard and Barb Hansen and 
Laura Reese will provide refreshments.

Installation of Officers at Next Meeting

1. Tamea Isham and 
granddaughter, Madeline 
Dennis
2. Judy Foster
3. Gwyn Wiedmer
4. Len Grau
5. Mike Dennis
6. Ken Stout
7. Mark Graber
8. Margaret Heaven, 
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8

9

10

11

12

13

Carol Watts, Dave Syren
9. Judy Foster and Fred 
Keller
10. Elizabeth Wiedmer
11. Kylie Green
12. Ken Stout and Art 
Isham
13. Lisa and Allen Combs

(Photos: T&M Cresap)
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Hi Tom,
I got my Þrst AAMA newsletter 

today, and I just wanted to tell you 
what a professional publication it is. 
By way of comparison, I also get the 
Packards International magazine, pub-
lished by a much larger club. Your 
newsletter is, by far, better organized, 
written and laid-out.

I wonÕt be able to attend the next 
AAMA meeting, but I think I have a 
good excuse. I am leaving next week 
to purchase a 1947 Packard Custom 
Super Clipper in Seattle, and then my 

Letter from New Member
brother John and I are driving it to 
southern California to visit my mom 
(sheÕs 91) and relive some memories 
with her. She and my dad had a simi-
lar Packard when they were young-
sters.

I will be shipping it back to Pal-
mer. We will be taking lots of pictures 
during the trip, so who knows, maybe 
I can provide some fodder for a future 
issue of the newsletter.

All the best,
Mark Graber

1

2

1. Marguerite 
Grau
2. Victoria Fre-
denhagen
3. Lisa, Esther and 
Allen Combs

4. Lisa Combs and 
Roy Foster
5. Colleen Kimzey
6. Kylie Green and 
Sara Stoops
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8

9

10

11

12

7. Elizabeth, Mike and 
Gwyn Wiedmer
8. Roy Foster, Kathy Cen-
toni and Peg Stout
9. Barb and Howard 
Hansen and Jim Freden-
hagen (who is stealing 
HowardÕs wrenches.)
10. Phillip Watts
11. Margaret Heaven
12. Ted Kimzey



6 Tinkering Times January 4, 2012

January
!

"#$%&'(!&#)(*&+,'
-+

).(!/0+10

AAMA
P.O. Box 232086
Anchorage AK 99523-2086

BIRTHDAYS
Gary SmithÐ2nd

Ralph CentoniÐ7th

Dave SyrenÐ7th

Randall MossÐ17th

Michael McNamaraÐ20th

Bruce CampbellÐ23rd

Donald MorfieldÐ29th

Joyce SwansonÐ30th

At the Christmas party, Art Isham displayed his newest acquisition: a 
1963 Imperial. Art plans to drive it on our long distance tour to Prudhoe 
Bay next August.


